Working Lands Coalition Request: 15M investment in WLEB

Dear Jane,

The Covid-19 pandemic and accompanying economic crisis make the support for
Working Lands enterprise innovation more urgent than ever. Fundamental challenges
to commodity markets for milk and forest products, plus the critical need to expand
local foods diversification and value added production, make investment in the
renewal of the agriculture and forest products economy fundamental to rural
Vermont's recovery and our future resilience. I’'m writing on behalf of the Working
Lands Coalition to encourage the Vermont Legislature to find $15M in federal
recovery funds to invest in the Working Lands Enterprise Fund for the working
lands transition essential to the recovery of rural Vermont. Please see the
attached statement of the coalition.

Thank you for your consideration and for all you are doing for Vermont.

Sincerely,
Paul

Paul Costello, Executive Director, Vermont Council on Rural Development
on behalf of the Vermont Working Lands Coalition

Working Lands Coalition Partners: Cabot Creamery Cooperative | Center for an Agricultural Economy |
NOFA Vermont | Preservation Trust of Vermont | Shelburne Farms | Vermont Association of Conservation
Districts | Vermont Association of Planning and Development Agencies | Vermont Community Loan Fund |
Vermont Council on Rural Development | Vermont Farm Bureau | Vermont Land Trust | Vermont Natural
Resources Council | Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund and Farm to Plate | Vermont Wood Works Council |
Vermont Woodlands Association | The Woodstock Foundation


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0019C2YvtAgn7wTZ_pqqviajt8TzujEIkWiPolOp7zYUME_Wr8M7bxTCJpfRUoGKRSd9m4EPMmFLnx0aTfQnXUg9y9j98CSY1Soqea7HRkd2pFiVOfP9CbIXHULIoodtsmSnJbumeJELOGEv7yh_5teQ_ejnIu4CNxVItoFYaJB7o9lP9gicoBecZnalCovEgJwCrX-mNq8CGzfd9hZDKbrysNkTDN6utOcUbb0MZzhR-d4XUncU7ACZQV80Rw4UEgv6YjNW_aRIFz9gTJA2bzwgn2_LXsb7G0O%26c%3DI9p_2oS6xM0VRn0IgQ1EeucfQNo5_n6MvXt8-C5LvfnCOOjEeajoHQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DMfnLftrQjXTXmCe20Ca1PQYQv___6-6zZ_dbC_vatKOY7N1vNqIZpg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf5e2601fce34400f657208d7f6a306a8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637249052353903735&sdata=9onJTCCnuWjYuulJeWAmvxcAroy%2BtHqWvNIAGP6ZASA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0019C2YvtAgn7wTZ_pqqviajt8TzujEIkWiPolOp7zYUME_Wr8M7bxTCJpfRUoGKRSd9m4EPMmFLnx0aTfQnXUg9y9j98CSY1Soqea7HRkd2pFiVOfP9CbIXHULIoodtsmSnJbumeJELOGEv7yh_5teQ_ejnIu4CNxVItoFYaJB7o9lP9gicoBecZnalCovEgJwCrX-mNq8CGzfd9hZDKbrysNkTDN6utOcUbb0MZzhR-d4XUncU7ACZQV80Rw4UEgv6YjNW_aRIFz9gTJA2bzwgn2_LXsb7G0O%26c%3DI9p_2oS6xM0VRn0IgQ1EeucfQNo5_n6MvXt8-C5LvfnCOOjEeajoHQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DMfnLftrQjXTXmCe20Ca1PQYQv___6-6zZ_dbC_vatKOY7N1vNqIZpg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf5e2601fce34400f657208d7f6a306a8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637249052353903735&sdata=9onJTCCnuWjYuulJeWAmvxcAroy%2BtHqWvNIAGP6ZASA%3D&reserved=0

